In 2009, two more mobile companies will provide 3G services

Two more mobile companies will provide 3G mobile services in 2009: JSC MOLDTELECOM, under UNITE brand, and JV EVENTIS MOBILE.

On December 30, 2008, the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI) issued to JSC MOLDTELECOM a license for radio frequencies to be used for 3G mobile network and service provision and registered the application from company JV EVENTIS MOBILE for a 3G license.

JSC MOLDTELECOM received the license after paying the license fee of 8 million US dollars in national currency equivalent, established through Government Decree no. 660, 02.06.08 on cu Implementation of 3G Cell Mobile Communications. The company JV EVENTIS MOBILE is expected to pay the same license fee within 30 days from the date of the License Issuance Decision. The government Decree provides for tender-free licenses, issued to the existing active mobile operators during 2008, authorizing the use of radio frequencies and channels for the provision of 3G communications services and networks.

According to license conditions, the company must launch 3G services by August 1, 2009. By the end of the first year of operation the operator is to ensure 3G networks coverage and service access in Balti and Chisinau municipalities, by the end of the second year of operation -. Comrat municipality, district centers Cahul, Orhei, Ungheni and Soroca and by the end of the third year of operation – the other 29 district centers. 

After three years of operation the license holder is to ensure coverage of the territory of the Republic of Moldova, depending on market demand.

ANRCETI Director Sergiu Sitnic declared that the extension of the 3G market in 2009 will mark the beginning of a new stage in the development of electronic communications and information society in Moldova. The implementation of 3G technology in this country will confer new dimensions to traditional communication and will bring the country closer to the standards applied in EU states. 3G is not only mobile video-telephony and TV, but also fast access to the mobile Internet, which will enable a more dynamic implementation of broadband Internet, the promotion of new methods of traditional public service provision in real time, regardless of the user’s place, by applying the principle „anytime and anywhere” the Director.

The Agency issued the first 3G license to company Orange-Moldova in August 2008, the second – to company MOLDCELL in September 2008. MOLDCELL launched 3G network in Chisinau on October 1, 2008 and Orange-Moldova – on November 1, 2008.

3G licenses authorize the companies mentioned above to provide public 3G networks and services in IMT 2000 system, in compliance with UMTS (W-CDMA) standards. The licenses are granted for 15 years, with the possibility to have them renewed under the legislation in force for a similar timeframe.
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